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Popular singer, cancer survivor appears in Farmington 

 
Staff Writer

— By Cory Frolik —  

The Daily Times  

FARMINGTON — Kevin Sharp has a tattoo 
of a wishbone on his upper chest. He said 
the image commemorates what the Make-A-
Wish foundation has done for him.  

Sharp, whose song "Nobody Knows" topped 
Billboard's Country Singles Chart for four 
weeks in 1997, visited Farmington on Friday 
to kick off the 25th annual Cancer Walk-a-
Thon.  

He said it has been a long journey from the 
hospital bed where he had cancer to the 
stage where he sings to inspires others to 
beat what he called a "horrible disease."  

When Sharp was 18, he was diagnosed with 
bone cancer. The year was 1989 and Sharp, 
a young athlete in Sacramento, Calif., 
constantly felt nauseous and experienced 
reoccurring pain in his legs and back.  

Doctors discovered he had an unusual form 
of bone cancer that had spread to his lungs. 
The outlook for Sharp was not good. Doctors 
were not sure he would survive for another six months. The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
contacted Sharp and said it would grant his wish.  

His was a simple wish: to meet David Foster, the famous record producer known for 
his work with such artists as Chicago, Celine Dion and Whitney Houston.  

Sharp said he was always a music fan and paid close attention to not only who 
played the music, but who produced it.  

He was in his hospital bed, facing a grim medical diagnosis, when Make-A-Wish 
arranged a meeting with Foster.  

Country music recording artist and 
cancer survivor Kevin Sharp performed 
a concert Friday night at the Farmington 
Civic Center. Sharp's concert helps kick 
off the San Juan Medical Foundation's 
25th Annual Cancer Walk-A-Thon 
beginning at 8 a.m. today at the civic 
center. (Lucas Ian Coshenet/The Daily 
Times) 
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Sharp traveled to Foster's studio in Malibu, Calif., where he met James Pankow, the 
trombonist for Chicago. Sharp said he became friends with Foster and when his 
cancer "miraculously" went into remission, he sent Foster a demo tape, and used the 
tape to get Sharp record deal.  

Since recovering from cancer, Sharp has released three albums. The most recent, 
"Make a Wish," appeared in record stores nationwide last year. He was voted "Rising 
Male Video Star of the Year," by County Music Television and listed among Billboard 
Magazine's Top Ten Lists/ Top Ten "Country Artist" and "Country Album." And, more 
recently, he was honored by the Make-A-Wish Foundation as the "Celebrity Wish 
Granter of the Year."  

Sharp has not just 
benefited from the Make-
A-Wish Foundation. He 
has gone to great lengths 
to contribute and help 
others through their 
struggles.  

Once he was a wish child, 
now he has become 
became the wish request 
of other children.  

"There's nothing more 
amazing than the fact I 
know exactly what it's like 
to be in a hospital bed and 
very ill and have the 
opportunity to make a 
wish, to later in life have 
kids in hospital beds make 

a wish to meet me," he said.  

Sharp sang to a crowded auditorium at the Farmington Civic Center on Friday 
evening. He said his performance relies on creating an intimacy between performer 
and audience.  

"I always hated, as a kid, when I went to a concert and I left feeling like I didn't know 
the artist any better than when I came. Because all they did was say hello' and 
goodnight' with some music in between," Sharp said. "I actually prefer the artist and 
the audience getting to know each other. People say that our show is like listening to 
friends play."  

He said he and the audience share a common thread. They both know the 
importance of support when it comes to triumphing over the disease that is cancer.  

"When I was sick, just knowing that there were others that were living and had been 
through it was a great sign of hope for me. There is a special bond and intimacy 
between cancer patients and survivors," he said.  

Sharp's performance was part of the annual Cancer Walk-a-Thon, which begins at 
7:30 a.m. today at the civic center front lawn. The event raises money to support the 
Connelly Hospitality House, a place where cancer patients and their families stay 
while they are receiving treatment at the San Juan Regional Cancer Center.  

Cory Frolik: cfrolik@daily-times.com  
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